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August, 2004 

  

Next Meeting 
THE NEXT MEETING WILL BE ON MONDAY 2 August, 2004 at the Neighbourhood 
Centre, Mansfield Walk, Beenleigh (between the roundabout and Crete St). 
The venue can be accessed for off street parking via Kent Street (behind the Police station), or via James Street, just 
up from the Court House. Otherwise, park in James Street and walk behind the Gold Coast City Council branch 
office. 
  

NOTE:- We have a Bar 

MEMBERSHIP FEES due NOW!!!!! 
  

Single membership is  $55.00 p.a. - Family Membership is $75.00 p.a. 
  
  
  

NEXT TRIP 

  

WEEKEND 28/29 AUGUST             BJELKE-PETERSEN DAM TRIP         Bass   
Members make their own travel arrangements and meet at the caravan park. 
Trip Captain: John Eldred – eldred1@bigpond.com; Ph 3344 2605; 0428 724 100 

 
  

 

Guest Speaker: A top Guest Speaker this month – Warren Steptoe on the subject of Barramundi Fishing in the 

stocked catchments of  SEQ. Warren has studied these fish extensively, including their feeding habits, etc., and this 

talk is certain to be most informative. 

  

REMEMBER TO BRING A GUEST – LET’S ENSURE WARREN HAS A WORTHWHILE AUDIENCE 

FOR HIS TALK – DON’T  FORGET  OUR MEMBERSHIP RECRUITMENT DRIVE! 

  

Future Trips: See list below – last page of Newsletter. 

 

Committee Members: See below – at end of Newsletter. 

 

  

Southern Brisbane 

Sportfishing Club Inc. 

  
  

P.O. Box 5057,   
 Eagleby. Q 4207 

Secretary: Ray Bricknell 
raybrick@bigpond.com 

Page 1 of 7

17/09/2007http://www.sbsfc.dyndns.org/members/index_files/news/aug04.htm



  

AGM THIS MEETING – Come and Vote 
 

THE AGM WILL BE SHORT & SWEET – THEN ON WITH THE 
WARREN STEPTOE SHOW 

  

 
OK – SOFT PLASTICS DO WORK, BUT….. 
  
We all know the one about the guy who had a swag of expensive gear and was fishing off the river bank for hours 
without success. “He was probably using soft plastics”, someone said.  
  
Then along came a ten year old kid – a local, of course. He broke off a sapling, tied a bit of monofilament to the end, 
tied on a stone as a sinker above a rusty hook, scratched a Witchety Grub out of the leaf mulch, and cast in alongside 
the well equipped “expert”. The kid caught nothing also. 
  
Well, Ray Bricknell went flathead fishing down at Cabbage Tree Point a week or so back. As he was launching his 
basic little Tinny with the 15HP Johnson on the back another retiree, with a Polish accent, backed his trailer down to 
the water. This guy’s little boat made Bricky’s little tub look like a luxury cruiser. 
  
“What are you chasing?”, Ray asked, just to be polite. “Whatever comes along” was the reply. 
  
“Ah!” thought Brickers – “a mug fisherman. Doesn’t even target a particular species. He wouldn’t qualify for 
membership of the SBSFC.” 
  
So off they headed – Brickers towards the South at speed, armed with his packet of BERKLEY POWER BAIT 4" 
Power Minnows and GAMAKATSU JIGHEADS 1/6 weight size & 3/0 hook size, and the Polish “amateur”
towards the North, as fast as his old 4HP motor would take him. 
  
Of course, Brickers was able to be specific about his soft plastics and jigheads because he had bought them just a few 
days earlier on the advice of one of his Club Mentors, John Cumberland. Before joining the SBSFC Brickers just 
used to buy a packet of long shanked hooks that looked ‘about the right size for flathead’, and he used to go and 
pump a few Yabbies for bait.  
  
The tide was low, but Brickers did not even bother to pump any Yabbies on this occasion – he was armed with his 
“Powerbait”, and Lloyd Willmann had told him how to jig-jig-jig them to the count of 1-2-3. It had worked for Lloyd 
the previous week at Port Macquarie – he and his mates had caught about 24 Flathead using exactly that jigging 
technique. 
  
Well, by sheer coincidence, the Polish guy and Brickers both arrived back at the boat ramp at exactly the same time, 
four and a half hours later. This time it was the Polish guy’s turn to make  polite conversation. “How’d yer go?”, he 
asked in his newly acquired best Aussie accent. 
  
“Well,” said Brickers proudly, “today I caught my first ever fish on a soft plastic bait. Admittedly it was only a 35 
centimetre Sand Flathead, and I put it back, but at least I proved to myself that soft plastics can catch fish, if jigged 
correctly.” “How did you go?” 

  
“I got a couple,” he said as he opened the lid of his large esky. Inside was a matching pair of 53 cm Dusky Flathead –
two bloody nice table fish! 

  
“What bait did you use?”, Brickers had to ask. 
  
“Oh”, said the Polish Aussie, “I just went up North a little way and pumped a few Yabbies, then I followed you 
towards the South to fish.” Somehow there seems to be a lesson here, but I just can’t work it out. 
  
Footnote: Brickers caught a couple of under-size Squire off Macleay Island on Sunday 11 July whilst a guest on 
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John Cumberland’s very flash boat. They were both caught on soft plastics – 3” Power Minnows. So he is now 
convinced that soft plastics work, at least for predator species. But when it came to trying to catch a feed of tiny little 
Winter Whiting, he wished he had some Yabbies or Worms! Not yet a full convert! 

Australian Bass Closed Season now in force. 

Anglers are reminded that a closed season for Australian bass now applies throughout Queensland until 31 August. However, don’t panic – 
John Eldred assures me this only applies to wild Bass, so it does not affect our planned Bass trip to the Bjelke-Petersen dam on 28-29 
August. Even so, members might like to release ALL Bass caught that weekend – which is what most members do anyway. 
  

FISHWATCH HOTLINE MADE MORE RESPONSIVE 
  
The Department of Primary Industries and Fisheries has upgraded its Fishwatch Hotline to respond more readily to illegal fishing reports. 
  
Queensland Boating and Fisheries Patrol (QBFP) senior project officer Bob Ferguson said when people rang the hotline they would now be 
directed to a QBFP officer in the area the alleged activity was occurring. 
  
Mr Ferguson said the new system would mean a faster response time and the caller could also speak to an officer with local knowledge of the 
area. 
  
“Previously, when callers rang through to the Fishwatch Hotline after hours, they only spoke to the officer on call who could be stationed 
anywhere throughout the State,” he said. 
  
“Now callers will be transferred to the relevant officer in their area which will mean a much quicker response time. 
  
“This officer will also have a much better idea of where the activity is taking place and other local information that could assist in the 
investigation.” 
  
Mr Ferguson encouraged members of the public to contact the hotline whenever they suspected an illegal fishing activity. 
  
“At times it might be impractical to respond immediately to some calls because of higher priority commitments,” he said. 
  
“However, we still want people to phone that information through as it could be extremely useful to us to help build a picture of illegal 
fishing activities, where they are happening and then provide the enforcement resources accordingly.” 
  
People witnessing what they suspect to be an illegal fishing activity should: 
  
    * record the date, time and area of where the activity is occurring; 
    * record any vehicle registration numbers and their descriptions; 
    * record any boat registration numbers and their descriptions; 
    * give the details of the person or people involved if they are known; 
    * give an accurate description of the activity involved; and 
    * ring the hotline to pass on this information. 
  

Suspected illegal fishing activities should be reported to the 24-hour toll-free Fishwatch Hotline on 1800 017 116 

  
DPI&F URGES ANGLERS TO PUT FISH FIRST 

  
The Department of Primary Industries and Fisheries (DPI&F) is encouraging recreational anglers and commercial operators to 
put fish stocks first. 
  
Fishers are urged to think carefully about fisheries resources when deciding what fish to take and what to leave. 
  
DPI&F fisheries resource general manager Jim Gillespie said generally the fishing community was becoming more aware of the 
need to protect and conserve fisheries resources. 
  
However, he said there were still some people who put their personal gain ahead of the resource. 
  
“Over the years, sustainable fishing practices such as catch and release have become widely accepted in fishing circles but there 
are still some questionable activities going on,” he said. 
  
“For example, there are reports of high grading being carried out. High grading is a term used when a person has reached their 
take and possession limit but continues to fish. 
  
“If they catch a bigger or more valuable fish, they throw the smaller ones back, usually dead, in order to keep the larger one. 
This is simply wasting fisheries resources.” 

  
Mr Gillespie said high grading was a selfish fishing practice and was discouraged. 
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“Fisheries resources are a public resource and need to be treated accordingly and rules are in place to protect and conserve fish 
stocks,” he said. 
  
“By doing the right thing and thinking carefully about their actions, fishers will ensure that these valuable resources will be 
around for current and future generations of Queenslanders.” 

  
For more information about Queensland’s fisheries rules visit the Fishweb site at www.dpi.qld.gov.au/fishweb 

  

FISH STOCKING NETS ECONOMIC BOOST FOR RURAL QLD 

  
A State Government-commissioned economic survey of three freshwater impoundments stocked with fish in rural Queensland 
has found that visiting recreational  
  

FISH STOCKING NETS ECONOMIC BOOST FOR RURAL QLD – Continued 

  
anglers contributed more than $11.5 million the local communities. 
  
Primary Industries and Fisheries Minister Henry Palaszczuk said the 12-month survey was commissioned 

by the Department of Primary Industries and Fisheries and it focussed on the Fairbairn Dam near Emerald as well as Bjelke-
Petersen Dam and Boondooma Dam in the South Burnett from November 2002 to November 2003. 
  
Mr Palaszczuk visited the Bjelke-Petersen Dam near Murgon today. 
  
The study was overseen by senior DPI&F Fisheries extension officers Peter Long, Rockhampton and Rod Cheetham, Kingaroy. 
  
Central Queensland University's Dr John Rolfe assessed that recreational fishing activities at Fairbairn Dam near Emerald were 
estimated to have contributed $5.2 million annually. 
  
South Burnett region's Bjelke-Petersen Dam contributed $3.4 million and Boondooma Dam delivered $3.1 million in economic 
benefits to the Kingaroy, Murgon and Poston communities. 
  
Mr Palaszczuk said the study showed there were significant economic benefits from inland freshwater fishing. 
  
Mr Long said the welcome findings certainly vindicated the effort and dedication shown by the hundreds of volunteer members 
of Queensland's 70 fish stocking groups that created such high value recreational resources. 
  
Dr John Rolfe conducted the economic evaluation based on interviews with 700 groups of recreational anglers. Each group 
represented an average of four persons who spent between 6.5 days and 8.5 days engaged in fishing during their visit. 
  
The survey information was coordinated by a DPI&F officer at Boondooma Dam and Bjelke-Petersen Dam while the Fairbairn 
Dam data was gathered by a CQU research assistant. 
  
Dr Rolfe said those visiting Fairbairn Dam travelled an average one-way trip totalling 701km at a cost of $1250 based on 
expenditure for accommodation, food and fuel. 
  
For those visiting Bjelke-Petersen and Boondooma Dams, the average one-way trip was 240km at a trip cost of $390 for each 
group. 
  
Rod Cheetham said 80 per cent of the anglers visiting Boondooma and Bjelke-Petersen Dams caught about what they expected. 
At both these destinations, the targeted species were Australian bass and golden perch (yellowbelly) with Boondooma averaging 
eight fish and Bjelke-Petersen on 9.5 fish captured per trip. 
  
Mr Long said that at Fairbairn Dam, the main attraction was redclaw freshwater crayfish and the average catch 

  
 
was 84 with a release rate of 20. The survey showed that 95 per cent of these fishers caught more or about what they expected. 
  
Of those surveyed at Bjelke-Petersen, the total catch was 1300 bass and 800 yellowbelly while at Boondooma the catch was 850 
bass and 550 yellowbelly. The fin fish catch at Fairbairn Dam was only 44 yellowbelly and barramundi for the year. 
  
Dr Rolfe will undertake a more comprehensive modelling analysis of the data and the final report would be made available in 
September to Local Government, regional water managers and Queensland's fish stocking groups. 
  
"In addition to a contribution from the Queensland Government's Fish Stocking Enhancement Scheme, individual groups raised 
between $5000 and $20,000 annually through fishing competitions and community functions to fund fingerling stocking 
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programs," 

Mr Palaszczuk said. 
  
"Funds raised from the Stocked Impoundment Permit (SIP) Scheme are also distributed to the 29 dams involved in the scheme 
to purchase fingerlings." 

  
"SIP fees of $7 per week or $35 annually for two people are helping to fund commercial hatchery fingerling purchases to ensure 
the long term sustainability of these high value recreational fisheries." 

  
Editor’s Note: SBSFC members might like to keep the above points in mind when talking to others who are opposed to 
fishing. 
  

Interesting Thought: If the same number of anglers fish a greatly reduced area of the Great Barrier Reef, and the 
current bag limits continue to apply, then how will this positively impact the total fish stocks on the reef? 

  
Stand by for reduced bag limits to match the reduced fishing area! 
  
 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

  

PRESIDENT: Chris Eldred              Ph:3344 2605 

VICE PRES: John Eldred                Ph:3344 2605 

SECRETARY: Ray Bricknell           Ph:3287 2668 

TREASURER: Tom Wallbank         Ph:5546 1880 

ANSA REP: Lloyd Willmann            Ph:3287 3278 
TAGGING OFFR:Dennis Martens Ph:3200 4369 
RAFFLE CO-ORD:   John Eldred    Ph:3344 2605 

MEMBERSHIP:John Cumberland Ph: 3801 1110 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR:   Ray Bricknell 
  

FUTURE TRIPS 

  
SPECIAL TRIP SUNDAY 15TH AUGUST 
 MORETON BAY SCHOOL MACKEREL 
Reminder – Trip Cancelled.  
 
  
AUGUST 28th-29th BJELKE-PETERSEN DAM – See Trip Briefing Sheet further on in this Newsletter.  
  
SEPTEMBER 11th-12th TWEED RIVER 
Flathead/Bream 
Accommodation Homestead Caravan Park  
Ph: (02) 6674 1824 
Trip Captain: John Cumberland Ph: 3801 1110 (To be confirmed) 
 
  

OCTOBER TBC WEEKEND MURRAY COD TRIP – 23rd & 24th? - SEVERN RIVER 

Stay at Storm King Recreational Centre, 10km from Stanthorpe. 
Min. Cost: $5.35 per person per night, if minimum 20 people attend. Total cost $107.00 per night divided by number 
attending. 
  
 * Need to confirm numbers ASAP & book dates; 23rd & 24th October currently booked. 
Trip Captain: John Cumberland Ph: 3801 1110 (To be confirmed) 
 
SPECIAL TRIP NOVEMBER 13th -20th  
LAKE AWOONGA - BARRAMUNDI 
Accommodation Lake Awoonga Caravan Park  
Ph: 4975 0155 
Trip Captain – to be advised. 
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NOVEMBER - SUNDAY 21st  
MAROON DAM DAY TRIP - BASS  
Trip Captain – to be advised. 
  
DECEMBER 5th & 6th CRESSBROOK DAM 
BASS/GOLDEN PERCH – Ladies Included – Club Christmas Dinner at Crows Nest Caravan Park. 
Accommodation: Crows Nest Caravan Park – Book early please - or Cressbrook Dam camp ground if preferred. 
$3.50 per night self registration at camp ground -  
CONTACT TO BOOK: PH: 4688 6540 
 
  
For general enquiries about trips:  
Contact the nominated Trip Captain , or  
John Cumberland 
Phone (07) 3801 1110 
Mobile 0421 281 805 
Email cumberlandj@powerup.com.au 

  
Membership Enquiries: 
Contact the Secretary – contact details above 
  
Notifications of Capture: 

If you wish to tag fish, email the Secretary for Notification of Capture forms – contact details above. 
  
  
  
 

Southern Brisbane Sportfishing Club  
  

 
  
  
 
  

TRIP BRIEFING SHEET for next trip – see next page. 
 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

TRI P BRI EFI NG SHEET 

Bjelke-Petersen Dam trip 28-29th August 2004
 

Trip Captain: John Eldred – eldred1@bigpond.com; Ph 3344 2605; 0428 724 100 

The main target is Australian Bass. 

Description: This small native fish is usually found in fresh and brackish water. It has moderately large scales, large dark eyes, a scooped 
forehead profile and a relatively large mouth. Bass colouration varies with the environment. Some individuals may be almost black on the 
back, with dark bronze or gold flanks and a creamy belly tinged with yellow, while others are bright coppery-gold on the back and silvery belly. 
Others are silvery all over with a greenish-silver upper back. The tail is usually relatively dark, despite the body colour. Bass have a very fine, 
but well-defined, white leading edge or margin on each pelvic fin. 

Fishing Techniques: Bass respond enthusiastically to cast and retrieved lures off a light, single-handed spin or baitcaster outfit, or 5 to 9 
weight fly outfits.  

Best lures for bass include the various diving hard bodies and minnow shapes, surface lures, poppers and fizzers, as well as spinners & 
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spinnerbaits. Surface fishing with poppers, fizzers or floating flies is often productive, especially around dawn or dusk and into the night, and 
provides unmatched excitement.  

Trolling is a good method of locating bass in open dam areas if they are schooling for their annual spawning run.  (All dressed up and nowhere 
to go). 

Red Claw:  Don’t forget your red claw traps.   

Best baits include pilchards, chicken wings or frames, fish frames, lettuce and, for dessert, rockmelon skins.   

Cooking:  Boiled for 5-6 minutes in salted water and served accompanied by a very cold beer or your favourite plonk. 

Location: Bjelke-Petersen dam is 12Km from Murgon, which is on the Bunya Highway approximately 245 kilometres North-West of 
Brisbane, via Esk. Travel time approximately 3 hours. 

  
Accommodation: 

YALLAKOOL TOURIST PARK 
BJELKE-PETERSEN DAM 
Managers - Allan and Elaine Walters 
Ph 07 4168 4746/0427 101 357 
Email: yallakooltp@burnett.net.au    Web Site: www.murgon.qld.gov.au 
FISHING, SAILING, SWIMMING, BOATING, SKIING TENNIS COURTS, PICNIC FACILITIES AND SALT WATER POOL 
Caravan and Camping Area 
Powered Sites - per night – 2 persons $17.60 per night - plus each additional person $4.40 per night 
(children under 5 years – no charge)  
Unpowered Sites - per night – 2 persons $13.20 per night - plus each additional person $4.40 per night 
(children under 5 years - no charge) 
Ensuite Powered Sites 
Ensuite Site – 2 persons $24.20 per night 1 night only 
Ensuite Site – 2 persons > 1 night $20.90 per night > 1 night 
Ensuite Site – 2 persons > 28 nights $17.60 per night > 28 nights 
- plus each additional person $4.95 per night/person 
Accommodation 

ALL ACCOMMODATION HAS NO PILLOWS, BLANKETS OR LINEN PROVIDED
Self-contained Cabins (9 – with TV – sleep 5 – 1 d/bed + triple bunks. 
Low Season - per night – 2 persons $55.00 per night + each additional person $5.50 per night 
- per week $330.00 per week 
High Season - per night - 2 persons $60.50 per night + each additional person $5.50 per night 
- per week $363.00 per week 
3 Bedroom House - per night $60.50 per night (sleeps 6) - per week $363.00 per week 
2 Bedroom Cottage - per night $33.00 per night (sleeps 4) - or per week $231.00 per week 
2 B/rm Cottages 1&2 (sleep 4) - per night - 2 persons $46.20 /2 person night + each additional person $4.95 + extras/night 
- per week $277.20 /2 person week + extras/night 

Bunkhouses 
18 rooms each containing two double bunks (sleeps 4) – Full Room: 
Adults - per night $10.45 person night 
Children under 16 $6.05 person night 
Special Rate for School Camps 
- Supervising Teachers No charge 
- Primary Students $4.95 person night 
- High School Students $5.50 person night 
A camp kitchen is available at no extra charge for persons using bunkhouses. This consists of 1 cooking area with stoves, sinks and a fridge 
and dining room. (There are no cooking or eating utensils provided). 
(Prices as from 1st February 2003)  
PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE- ALL PRICES INCLUDE GST 
  

Club Members should book accommodation directly with the park. 
  
Those planning to attend should inform John & Chris Eldred at the meeting on 2 August. 
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