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Next Meeting
THE NEXT MEETING WILL BE ON MONDAY the 3rd of December 2007 at 7:30pm (even if it’s a public 

holiday) at the Beenleigh Bowls Club, 11 Hanover Street, Beenleigh. See access map further on 
in this Newsletter.

A happy Scott Trigger with this healthy 
Monduran Barramundi. Caught with an Arafura 
Barra lure.

Guest Speaker: 
Bureau of Meteorology – Craig Mitchell from the 
Bureau will be discussing the ins and outs of the 
weather. This should be a very informative 
evening and will be covering topics relevant to 
our sport.

December trips:  This month’s trip will be on the 
16th in the Coomera river area and will be 
launching from Jabiru Island boat ramp. The 
target species will be Mangrove Jack early and 
then Flathead for the rest of the day. This should 
be a great day on the water. Jeff Maddalena is 
trip captain. Ph 0401 490 151
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TWEED RIVER TRIP REPORT
22ND & 23RD OCTOBER By Ray Bricknell

Eight club members attended the Tweed river 
trip: John Cumberland (Trip Captain & Tagging 
Officer) Lloyd Willman (President), Brad 
Baldwin, Kevin Ford, Jeff Maddalena (Editor), 
Neil McNeil, Ross Williamson and myself. And 
quite a lot of fish were caught - and mostly 
released.

Kevin showed the way with trolling Hardbodies: 
5 legal and 1 undersize Bream on Saturday, plus 
another 5 (2 legal) Flathead on Sunday.  Mr 
Lureworld obviously knows how to choose his 
lures and trolling speed to suit the conditions –
and he’s willing to pass this knowledge on to any 
member who asks.  Brad fished with Kevin on 
Saturday only, catching 6 Flathead (3 legal), and 
2 undersize Bream.  So Kevin’s was the top boat 
for the trip.

JC tagged and released an 83cm Flathead in the 
Terranora area Saturday (congratulations on 

releasing a breeding female which you could 
have legally kept, JC). He caught it whilst 
casting a pink and white Kilalure.  He did about 
50/50 casting and trolling, and also caught 2 
small Bream and an undersize Flathead 
Saturday, plus a 36cm Flathead Sunday.  Neil 
McNeil fished with JC and caught 8 undersize 
fish Saturday (3 Flathead, 4 Bream and a small 
Taylor) – apparently nothing on Sunday.
Lloyd fished hard and well as always, boating 4 
undersize Flathead Saturday from jigging soft 
plastics.  He then trolled once along a rock wall 
and picked up a Maori Rock Cod and a Gold 
Spot Rock Cod.

I spent the weekend uncharacteristically fishing 
with soft plastics and some hard bodied lures, 
and demonstrated how much I still have to learn 
about this type of fishing.  I was hoping to get in 
some lure casting practice for my upcoming 
Kimberley Coast trip, but sadly found that my 
very sore right shoulder made it impossible for 
me to cast overhead, and very difficult to cast 
underhand.  I’m having surgery on it in early 
December, so hopefully there are better days 
ahead.  I did get 2 – or was it 3? – Half-hearted 
hits for the two days!

The social interaction back at the caravan 
park/camping area was good, as always on this 
trip – mainly because we ate our meals together.  
Last year’s Monduran trip was a good 
demonstration of the importance of this.  We 
made lunch the main meal of the day, and all ate 
together in the one house.  That led to a lot of 
information sharing, and general socialising. 
That trip was so good that this year we have a 
record number going to Monduran.  Lets hope it 
is another great club trip. 

An Interesting Side Trip
On the Friday of the Tweed River trip this year, 
Lloyd, JC and Neil added on an absolutely 
fascinating new adventure.  They navigated up 
into the headwaters of the North Arm of the 
Tweed River, and went chasing Bass.  JC and 
Neil took their boat all the way from the caravan 
park at Chinderah up river to about Tumbulgum; 
Lloyd towed his boat to Tumbulgum and 
navigated further upstream – as far as he could 
go.
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As it turned out, Lloyd got it right.  He caught 12 
Bass, all but 2 legal, and a 27cm Bream right up 
in the fresh water.  JC and Neil did not find any 
Bass in the lower section of the river, and they 
ran out of time to get upstream of Tumbulgum.
Unfortunately, this “extra” trip was apparently 
planned rather late, as no mention was made of 
it at the club meeting before the trip, and no 
emails went out telling other members of their 
plans.  However, they have by example shown 
the way the Trips Committee for the 
enhancement of future club trips.

Actually, it was quite adventurous of these guys 
to do these two “distinct” trips separately and 
unaccompanied.  Navigating unfamiliar stretches 
of any river can be fraught with the risk of hitting 
unmarked shoals of rock and similar (broken 
prop?) and a boat on its own is somewhat 
vulnerable in areas where few people venture.  
Of course, it needs a bit of planning to ensure 
you don’t run out of fuel also.

But what a great idea for groups of boats on 
future trips?  I think the Trips Committee should 
keep this general idea in mind, and look for 
opportunities on future club trips to add an 
optional one-day excursion for those lucky 
enough to be able to have the Friday off.  There 
are a few things more pleasant to do than quietly 
mooching up a previously unexplored river in a 
small boat.  Maybe next year a few of us could 
do this particular trip?  Please let Ray know if 
you may be interested.

Whilst discussing this trip with Lloyd, he 
suggested to me a possible northern NSW 

alternative to the Monduran trip in 2008.  It 
sounded great to me, and hopefully Lloyd will 
put the suggestion to the Trips Committee.  If he 
doesn’t, maybe this will prompt Craig to ask for 
the details.  After all, variety really is the spice of 
life.

Annual Boat Ramp Bream Classic
A feature of the Tweed Trip each year – and 
again an idea for  “spicing up” club trips 
generally – is the Boat Ramp Bream Classic.  
Any little comp or other activity we can run 
during a club trip which brings all the participants 
together for a time is well worth considering.  Eg 
a Whiting comp off Budds Beach for half an hour 
next time we fish that area.

This year we scheduled the “Classic” for the late 
afternoon on the Saturday, and being such a 
prestigious tournament, there were plenty of 
keen starters anxious to show their skill at 
catching small Bream in shallow water where 
you could see the action.

My own preparation was very thorough.  I took 
down some salted chicken breasts and frozen 
prawns especially for the Classic, cut them up 
into tiny pieces, mixed in some bread, and 
added sand to what was sure to be a “killer” 
berley.  Throw a small un-weighted hook with a 
small piece of chicken on it into the feeding 
frenzy, and BANG!!! Every time!!!
Lloyd was so anxious to get started he jumped 
the starters gun, caught a small Bream, and 
almost got himself disqualified.

The Classic competition proper finally got under 
way just on dark, with a line of keen starters 
crammed shoulder to shoulder into the limited 
space available to fish.  And guess what?  The 
bloody Bream had all buggered off – they only 
expect to get fed at the boat ramp in daylight, so 
as soon as it starts to get dark they go 
elsewhere.

Nevertheless we persevered, and several small 
Bream were actually caught.  Neil and I were 
tied two Bream each when the other contestants 
all withdrew.  Then Neil caught a third, and this 
one also secured him the Biggest Bream 
Trophy.
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I was determined to beat him, but shortly after 
he caught his third Bream I got snagged on the 
bottom and lost my hook.  It was too dark to 
bother re-rigging, so I conceded defeat.  Hence 
the 2007 Boat Ramp Classic Bream Champion 
is 
Neil McNeil. 
 Well Done Neil.

 Lake Monduran trip report 
17th – 23rd November
To "B" or not to 'B' that is the question

A report on the Club Trip to Lake Monduran by 
Ross Williamson

Well another club trip to Lake Monduran has 
come and gone with a mixed bag result. The title 
of this article references that the majority of the 
few fish caught or hooked up were in B Bay up 
the top end of the dam. There are some huge 
fish up there that busted off many of our 
members on some spectacular hook ups. The 
biggest landed was nearly 1.11 metres long in 
good condition by Kevin Ford.

An average of only one barra per day was 
caught with up to 16 fishermen pursuing them 
each day for two long sessions. Thank goodness 
the fork tailed catfish provided a bit of alternative 
action. The best was 7 of these caught in a 
session all of decent size and fight. It was worth 
noting that no one up there was doing any 
better.

The later part of the week the weather cleared 
and the water temperatures started to rise. This 
bought the fish a bit more on the bite. What 
should have been a torrid period leading up to 
the full moon was pretty average. This also saw 
the legend Lloyd catch his fist barramundi of the 
trip on only his 5th cast. The rest of us mere 
mortals had cast our hearts out by this time and 
stood in awe.

Trolling the main basin was generally 
unproductive in the late afternoon to early 
evening. This contrasted with previous years 
where this was a must attend session. Most 
chose to troll at this time for only a small time 
before heading back for dinner. Fish showed on 
the sounders but you could not get them to react 
to any lures.

I would have to say the winners for the week 
were Lloyd and Kevin who both bagged some 
good fish and had by reports some spectacular 
hook-ups in the sticks of B Bay. 
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The dam is becoming increasingly popular and 
over 50 trailers were spotted on occasions at the 
boat ramps. The houses proved a winner in the 
heavy rains as the campers got their gear wet.

On balance it was a good week but hard work. 
Most of the souls in the later part of the week 
caught a barramundi but the average time per 
fish was no-where near previous year's records. 
I for one and those I talked to enjoyed the week 
from the social and fellowship side and will be 
returning next year. 

We will need to organise to book the houses 
again or go with the camping option at the 
December meeting. For those that did not go 
this year put it into your diary early, as the trip is 
a highlight of the year. The cost of the houses 
was only $25 per night this year due to the good 
attendance, which works out about the same 
cost as a campsite.

      

Tech Tip-

Lure Depths
Many factors come into play when it comes to 
the depth a Bibbed Lure will dive to.

Aside from the actual Lure bib angle, shape 
and the location of the tow point, external 
factors can have a great effect on the 
performance of the Lure and the depth 
achieved. These factors are;

Whether the Lure is Cast or Trolled, 

Line and leader type and Diameter,

Lure Speed through the water, 

If it is swum with, or against the current, 

Distance it is cast, in the case of Cast and 
Retrieve or Trolled behind the boat, in the 
case of trolling, 

Rod tip height above the water.

All these external factors are outside of the 
control of the Lure Manufacturer, and rest 
with the user and how they are going about 
swimming the Lure.

Any suggestion of a diving depth on the 
packaging of the Lure is an indication only; 
the actual depth you might achieve will 
depend on all or some of the factors listed 
above.

So be mindful of the outcome you are trying 
to achieve in relation to lure depth, these 
factors will play a part and make the 
difference between getting onto fish or having 
a quite frustrating time on the water.

We'll expand on this topic further next month. 
Stay tuned.

KEVIN FORD

If you haven't joined Team Lure World yet, 
Click here to register.
http://www.lureworld.com.au/phplist/lists/?p=subscribe
sales@lureworld.com.au
www.lureworld.com.au
Ph/fax 07 3208 4678
Mobile 0407 153 380
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JOKE OF THE MONTH
Four married guys go fishing. After an hour, the 
following conversation took place:

First guy: "You have no idea what I had to do to 
be able to come out fishing this weekend. I had 
to promise my wife that I would paint every room 
in the house next weekend."

Second guy: "That is nothing, I had to promise 
my wife that I would build her a new deck for the 
pool."

Third guy: "Man, you both have it easy! I had to 
promise my wife that I would remodel the kitchen 
for her."

They continue to fish. When they realized that 
the fourth guy has not said a word, they asked 
him. "You haven't said anything about what you 
had to do to be able to come fishing this 
weekend. What’s the deal?"

Fourth guy: "I just set my alarm for 5:30 am. 
When it went off, I shut off my alarm, gave the 
wife a slap on her butt and said:

"Fishing or Sex?" and she said: "Wear sun-
block."

2007/08 COMMITTEE 

PRESIDENT: Lloyd Willmann Ph: 3287 3278
SECRETARY: Ross Williamson      Ph: 3390 4872
TREASURER: Tom Wallbank Ph: 5546 1880
AST-TREASURER: Dave Rawlins  Ph: 5546 6588
ANSA REP/Rec: Lloyd Willmann Ph: 3287 3278
TAG. OFFR: John Cumberland       Ph: 3801 1110
RAFFLES: John Eldred Ph: 3344 2605
NEWSLETTER EDITOR: Jeff Maddalena 
jmaddalena@optusnet.com.au

LLLIIIBBBRRRAAARRRYYY SSSTTTUUUFFFFFF
The club library has the following items available for 
borrowing by the members. They are available at our 
monthly club meetings. A $20 deposit will be required 
please, just to make sure they come back at the next 
meeting.

 ET's Bass and Barra Fishing

 Gently Does it when releasing fish - booklet and 
DVD

 Gillies Introduction to Fly Fishing
 Squidgy Secrets - Part 1 Basics
 The Kayak Fishing Video (On DVD)
 Basic Bait Fishing (DVD)
 Queensland's Freshwater Fishing Impoundment 

Guide (NAFA / Tourism Queensland)
 Queensland's Offshore Fishing Guide (NAFA / 

Tourism Queensland)
 Evinrude Etec DVD
 Zed Lure field test series 2004 parts 1 to 4
 Fishing DVD volumes 1, 2 & 7
 Flathead Study (cd-rom)

Club Logos for Shirts and Stickers for 
Boats

Just a reminder - for $10.00 you can have the 
SBSFC logo embroidered onto your own shirt. 
Bring your dress shirt / polo shirt or fishing shirt 
to the meeting with $10.00 and it will be back at 
the following meeting. The $10.00 fee includes a
$1.00 levy that will go towards reimbursing the 
club for the $75.00 set up cost. 

Tom Wallbank has had a number of large and 
small boat stickers printed, and these are 
available for sale at every meeting.   
COST- Small $1; Large $5 
If anyone would like a shirt embroidered 
please bring it along to the December 
meeting.
Classifieds

WANTED – light spin rod 2 – 3 kg, 6 to 7ft, 
contact Mark Veivers on 38056125

FOR SALE 12’ Prawn cast net, mono. $100
Phone Garth 33825130

FOR SALE Stearne boat cover, used once 14’ to 
16’, 90” beam. Towable and waterproof. 
Phone Garth 33825130

To place an ad, simply e-mail or give the ad 
contents to your Editor. 
jmaddalena@optusnet.com.au
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USEFUL NUMBERS & WEB SITES:

SE Qld Boating Weather 1300 360 428
Qld Marine Warnings 1300 360 427
Fish watch Hotline 1800 017 116
Bureau of meteorology 
http://www.bom.gov.au/index.shtml
Sweetwater fishing 
http://sweetwaterfishing.com.au/
Crab pot Theft Hotline 1800 017 116
Bonzer imports http://www.bonzerimports.com/
Brownies coast watch 
http://www.browniescoastwatch.com/
SEQ kayak fishing 
http://members.optusnet.com.au/aus-kayak-
fishing/
Southern Brisbane Sportsfishing Club 
http://www.sbsfc.org/

SSSPPPEEECCCIIIAAALLL DDDEEEAAALLLSSS

Danny Hughes -Fishing Tackle Restoration
Mobile Ph 0438 012 629

He also has 2nd hand good quality reels & rods for sale at 
all times.
He does all the Reel / Rod Repairs for Mossop’s, Fish 
Head etc.

Troy Park, Mobile Outboard Mechanic

Ph: 0407 198 728 – offers a discount to club members, 
and has been found to be of good value.

Marine Welding

Members should note that Jason Small of J & T Marine 
Welding is a brilliant aluminium and stainless steel welder, 
located near the Gem Hotel, and is prepared to do small 
jobs like repairing small leaks and cracks in tinnie hulls. 
He is a really straight shooter, and his charges are 
embarrassingly low, based on one member’s experience 
(two jobs). Phone Jason on 3807 8746 if you need his 
help.

R.T.L. Trailers – 3287 4241

Mark builds trailers and repairs them very 
economically – a good tradesman too.

79 Boundary Street, Beenleigh

NNNEEEWWW MMMEEEMMMBBBEEERRRSSS

Prospective Members reading this Newsletter 
will be made very welcome at any Club 
meeting – so please come along and check 
us out at our next meeting on the first 
Monday of the month at 7:15pm. 
NOTE: - The Bowls Club has a Bar.  
Please remember the gear swap table at the 
meeting – bring your swaps or items for sale. 
This can be a great club facility if we all use 
it.
Single membership -  $58.00 p.a.  
Family Membership - $78.00 p.a. 
Student (over 16) - $20.00 p.a.
Child (under 16) no parent in club-
$20.00
Child (under 16) parent in club- $10.00

Meeting Room Location Map: 

Club fees now overdue!!!!!!!
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Proudly brought to you by…

               

Just email your photos to jmaddalena@optusnet.com.au and your prized catch will appear in the newsletter.

Beenleigh Bait & Tackle are open 7 days early 
til late. The new owners Bill & Joyce have an 
extensive range of fishing tackle, will take care 
of your rod and reel repairs and of course have 
live – fresh & frozen bait. Ph38072533

Don’t forget to show your SBSFC membership 
card to receive 10% off all tackle at Beenleigh 
Bait & Tackle.
Email - billbrunswick@mail.dodo.net.au
Web- www.beenleighbaitandtackle.com

Don’t worry about the roadwork, Beenleigh Bait & Tackle is still there!
Plenty of room for you to drive in with your boat up the Access road.

LOOK AT THIS MONSTER!  Kevin Ford with his 111.5 cm Barra. Caught while casting at the 
many sticks at Monduran.
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TRIPS CALENDAR 2007

Month Dates Species Water Body Nearest Town

March 4th Snapper
Southern Moreton 

Bay
Redland Bay Ramp

22nd Bass Hinze Dam Advancetown

      April
21st-25th

Mangrove 
Jack,Reef & 

Pelagics
Burrum Heads Burrum Heads

      May
20th Bream, Flathead, 

Mulloway
Jumpinpin Horizon Shores Ramp

9th-11th Bass Somerset Dam Kirkleigh

      June
11th Snapper Peel Island Raby Bay Ramp

15th Bream
Southport 

Broadwater, Nerang 
River

Jubilee Bridge Ramp

      July

25th-28th Mulloway Jumpinpin Horizon Shores Ramp

11th-19th Tailor, Dart & 
Mulloway

Fraser Island Poyungan Rocks
August

25th Bass Lake McDonald Cooroy

8th Beer Mid-year Party Gem Hotel

  September
23th Bream, Flathead Jumpinpin Horizon Shores Ramp

   October 19th-21th Bream, Flathead Tweed River Chinderah

17-25th Bass, Barra Lake Monduran Gin Gin
November

24th-25th Bass, Barra Lenthall’s Dam Marybrough

  December
16th Flathead, Jack Coomera River Jabiru Island Ramp
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