
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
THE NEXT MEETING WILL BE ON MONDAY the 7 th of December 2009 at 7:30pm 
(even if it’s a public holiday) at the Beenleigh Bo wls Club, 11 Hanover Street, 
Beenleigh. See access map further on in this Newsle tter. 
 
Acknowledgement:  This Newsletter was kindly copied by Brett Raguse, member for Forde, at no 
charge to the club. Special thanks to Mr Raguse for his kind assistance. 
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      TRIP REPORTS 
- Jabiru Island 
- Glenlyon Dam 
 

 

Peter Thompson with a 
beautiful New Zealand Trout 
caught on fly. 

 

 

Tech tip: Netting & gaffing 

techniques 

 



GUEST SPEAKER  There is no guest speaker 
for December. Instead we will have some time 
to catch up with other members after the 
official meeting has finished. 
 
 
DECEMBER TRIPS- The only thing on for 
December is our club Christmas party. This will 
be held at Alexander Clark Park - Dewar Drive, 
Loganholme on the 13th. Starting time is 10.30 
am. BYO Meat and alcohol, the club will supply 
soft drinks and salads for the BBQ. 
 
Jabiru Island trip 1st November   
By Jeff Maddalena 
 
 What a great day on the water, only the 
slightest of breezes. The odd shower about 
though. 
Five members attended - Chris Lund, Glen 
Kennedy, Geoff Daley, Eddie Latz and his kids 
and myself. 
The day started slowly for me as trolling the 
rock walls and jetties was not being as 
productive as I would have hoped. Then it was 
time to cast for Bream around the jetties. The 
tide was rushing in early in the day but as it 
eased off the fish came on the bite.  
 My first good hit was a bit hard for a Bream 
and the fish managed to give the drag washers 
a bit of a workout. But the combination of a 
strong tide, oyster encrusted jetty pylons and 
lite bream gear was all against me, and the fish 
won. I think it may have been a small trevally 
or a jack.  
The rest of the morning was productive 
catching and tagging Bream and one very 
small GT.  
Everyone else found the going a bit tough, with 
only a few small Whiting and flathead caught 
but still an enjoyable morning fishing my 
favourite spots. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 GLENLYON DAM – A NEW 
CHALLENGE FOR OUR CLUB 
By Ray Bricknell 
 
Last year I wrote a trip report headed: “Is Lake 
Monduran Stuffed for Our Club?” 
 
As it turned out many club members shared 
that view, so this year we headed south for our 
once a year week long club trip – to Glenlyon 
Dam. 
 
Only a dinkum Aussie who loves the outback 
could have found the approach to Glenlyon 
down the hill from Stanthorpe attractive to look 
at. What was impressive, however, was the 
size of the catchment apparently feeding into 
this dam. Even so, it was only 25 percent full, 
due to the drought. Less water – more 
concentrated fish! 
 
The caravan park was surprisingly full, and our 
club had four cabins booked – an impressive 
15 members in all turned up for this trip. Most 
did not stay for the full week, however, and a 
couple arrived after the weekend. 
 
The cabins were a contradiction in standards. 
They had reverse cycle air conditioners, and 
were unusually generously equipped with 
dishwashing liquid, tea towels, wettex, scouring 
pads, etc. – but had no cutlery or crockery of 
any kind. I’ve stayed in a lot of cabins, but 
never struck this before. This caught some out, 
but we got by through sharing one another’s 
plastic plates and cereal bowls. 
 
Bryan and Debbie Dare, the Tourist Park 
Managers, are hard working, friendly people 
who make staying in the park a pleasure. 
Bryan advised us to fish with bait early morning 
and late afternoon – freshwater shrimp were 
relatively plentiful – and to troll lures between 
11:30 and 2:30, in the heat of the day. 
 
Of course, all boats hit the water Saturday 
afternoon: eight fishers for about four hours 
each and, surprisingly, two Murray Cod were 
caught – but nothing else. (J.C. a 50cm Cod; 



Peter Thompson’s was 55cm. The minimum 
legal length is 60cm, so both went back.) What 
beautiful looking fish they are. 
 

 
Trevor Saunders with a 60cm M. Cod  
 
Sunday was full on. 13 fishers on the water for 
a total of at least 7 hours each.  
Lloyd Willmann caught a 65cm Cod, equal best 
for the day, but sadly got a call from home that 
night to advise that his 91 year old Dad had 
died suddenly in hospital – so he left for home 
the next morning. 
 
Stand out star for the day was our young 
Treasurer, Michael (Mick) James. On his way 
back to camp at the end of the morning 
session he picked up a 51cm Cod, so he 
decided to do another pass through that same 
area – and got a 53cm Cod. So he did another 
pass – this time a 42cm Yellow Belly. Then 
another pass – for a 47cm Yellow Belly! Four 
decent fish in about half an hour. 
 
He then went back that afternoon to the same 
area, and was rewarded with a 55cm Cod and 
a 65cm Cod. Now named “Cod Master” Mick, 
needless to say he had plenty of company 
during the afternoon session in his “hot spot”.  
 
Incidentally, dam fish do seem to congregate 
(school up?) in particular places at various 
times. One of the Grey Nomads staying in the 
park confided in me that his ‘secret method’ of 
finding the fish was to prowl around the dam 
looking for large groups of boats. “The locals 

tell one another where the fish are, and they all 
then fish that area”, he said. 
 
The total catch for Sunday was 20 fish: 11 
Murray Cod, 4 Yellow Belly (Golden Perch), 
and 3 Eel Tail Catfish. This was about the 
inverse of what was expected, in that we were 
briefed to expect to catch mostly Yellow Belly, 
only an occasional Cod and, of course, “lots of 
Catfish”. 
 
Monday saw everyone full of enthusiasm, and 
14 fishers hit the water – mostly launching 
shortly after 5am (which meant a 4:30am start 
– 4am for some). Again, all fished for about 
eight hours that day, mostly in two sessions.  
 
J.C. caught five fish Monday, including two 
Cod, and Neil McNeil (fishing in the same boat) 
caught four Yellow Belly. Two of these nine fish 
were caught casting Spinner Baits; the other 
seven were all caught on live Shrimp in 
amongst the trees. 
 
Kevin Ford, of lureworld.com.au, made a run at 
taking the Cod Master title off young Mick this 
day, catching five fish, four of which were Cod: 
43cm, 53cm, 55cm and 65cm. However, the 
reigning Cod Master (Mick) added two more 
Cod (52cm and 55cm) to his total, and hence 
retained his title. Mick also added two small 
Silver Perch to his tally. All four of these fish 
were caught on Shrimp. 
 
Brad Baldwin also trotted in four fish on 
Monday, two Yellow Belly and two Cod – three 
trolling lures and one Yellow Belly on Shrimp. 
Trevor Saunders also got his first Cod, 60cm, 
that day, and Owen Powell got a 45cm Yellow 
Belly casting a lure. Tom Wallbank got two 
Cod, 49cm and 53cm, trolling a lure. 
 
Incidentally, Mick caught nearly all his fish 
trolling the same lure, which was red and 
black. As a consequence, the tourist park 
quickly sold completely out of red and black 
lures – absolutely everyone in the club fished 
for most of the time with red and black lures. 
Does that prove that red and black lures 



work(ed) better? Not if you know anything 
about scientific method! 
 
A total of 27 fish were caught on Monday. And 
that is the end of the good news – so far. 
Tuesday was a virtual write-off. A northerly 
wind that felt like 40 knots blew most of us off 
the water mid-morning, with very few fish on 
the board (only one Yellow Belly?). My 
outboard overheated on the way back to the 
boat ramp, so that was the end of Glenlyon for 
me this year, and practically no fishing was 
done by anyone on Tuesday afternoon. 
 
The northerly brought with it an incredible dust 
storm, and both the wind and the dust were still 
there on Wednesday. Visibility was reported to 
be down to 1 km. Horrible! Even so, Bob 
Hartley managed to bag the fish of the week – 
a 73cm Murray Cod – casting Spinner Bait 
amongst the trees. 
 

 
Bob Hartley with his Fish of the Trip 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Comparison with Lake Monduran  
 
Glenlyon at 25% is large enough to be 
interesting, but not so large as to require long 
trips to favourite spots. Travel distances tend to 
be longer at Monduran. The Glenlyon air-
conditioned cabins sleep four (three is much 
better) and, in Oct 2009, they cost $60 per 
night. With people staying for various lengths 
of time, this worked out at a very reasonable 
$23 per person per night. Of course, for future 
trips to Glenlyon we all need to be aware of the 
need to bring ALL cutlery and crockery, 
including a carving knife – and ideally a 
toaster! 
 
The houses at Monduran are now quite 
expensive, and it is more difficult for the club to 
match the accommodation to the numbers 
present in order to keep the cost per head 
down. Of course, Monduran also have two (?) 
cabins.  
 
Bryan Dare keeps the firewood up to the BBQs 
adjacent to the cabins, and Debbie Dare keeps 
the cabins very clean. 
 
The boat ramp at Glenlyon is easy to use, with 
adequate parking (maybe less convenient if the 
dam were full?). Shrimp are reasonably 
plentiful – but there are no red claw crayfish at 
Glenlyon (or Monduran). 
 
One feature worth noting is the difference in 
the shapes of the dead trees. As the following 
picture shows (but not as clearly as one would 
like), a lot of the trees at Glenlyon are very 
difficult to cast between. Even below the 
surface, the branches are everywhere – so 
swimming lures between the trees involves a 
fair amount of lure retrieval. Those with long 
retriever poles have a distinct advantage 
(everywhere). 
 



 
 
This might explain why very few fish were 
caught on this trip casting lures and spinner 
baits? 
 
At Monduran we know from our records that 
the average catch rates on our trips there have 
been one Barra for every 20 man hours of 
trolling (ignoring multiple lures per fisher, which 
would make this figure worse), and one for 
every 10 man hours of lure casting. Almost no 
one in our club has bait fished much at 
Monduran. So how did the catch rates at 
Glenlyon compare on this trip? 
 
Just taking the figures recorded above for the 
time I was at Glenlyon, we have the following. 
Saturday : 8 fishers x 4 hours = 32 man hours 
for two Cod. i.e. 16 man hours of trolling 
Spinner Baits per fish. 
 
Sunday : 13 fishers x 7 hours (minimum) = 91 
man hours for 20 fish. i.e. 4½ man hours of 
fishing per fish.   On Monday we had 14 
fishers x 7 hours (minimum) = 98 man hours 
for 27 fish. i.e. 3.6 man hours per fish.  
 
As can be seen from the photo below (if you 
enlarge it on your computer screen), our 
records do not tell us how much time each 
fisher spent trolling, lure casting and bait 
fishing. Most people appeared to do a bit of 
each. Ditto, we don’t know for how much time 
Spinner Baits were trolled, Vs Hard Body 
Lures. Maybe we should keep such records on 
future trips? 

 

 
 
A quick check of the detail in this photographic 
record of Monday’s  catch, to which four fish 
were added “on paper”, shows that 14 of 27 
fish caught on the “best day” were caught bait 
fishing. That’s over 50 percent. Two were 
caught casting Spinner Baits, and one casting 
a Hard Body Lure, so 63 percent of fish (two 
thirds) were caught on that day by methods 
other than trolling. As a guess, therefore, it 
would appear that the man-hours per fish 
caught bait fishing were considerably less than 
the man-hours per fish caught trolling. From 
observation at the time, it appeared that more 
man-hours went into trolling than into any other 
method of fishing. 
 
Tuesday has been left out of the man-hours 
per catch calculations simply because of the 
foul and abnormal weather on that day. 
 
Man hours per Fish caught casting (lures and 
spinner baits) are too difficult to even guess at, 
partly because there appears to have been 
much less time spent casting than on the other 



methods, and partly because of the small 
number of casting catches in the sample. As 
previously indicated, the spread-eagled shape 
of the trees at this dam makes casting 
relatively challenging. It really would be quite 
useful to keep better records of time spent on 
the different fishing methods on future trips. 
 
Conclusion  
 
On balance, it would appear that Glenlyon 
Dam is a more rewarding place to fish than 
Lake Monduran, largely because it offers more 
species and hence more fishing options. A 
second trip there in 2010 appears justified, if 
only to put this theory to the test. 
 
Of course, fighting a 60cm Murray Cod is not 
the same as fighting a metre long Barra – 
especially one caught casting amongst the 
trees. 

 

 

Tech Tips-  

 Netting and Gaffing Techniques 
 

It’s a well-known fact that most fish are lost in the 

very last stages of landing, so here’s a few tips to 

hopefully make a difference. 

 

Netting fish- when using a landing net to bring fish 

onto shore or into your boat.  

It’s important to remember 2 things. 

Any fish no matter how tired will a/ usually take fright 

at the sight of the boat, and b/ take fright at the sight 

of a net. 

 

It always pays to be prepared for these last lunges for 

freedom. 

A couple of things to do- back the drag off a little once 

the fish is under control in readiness for these lunges, 

follow the fish and lower the rod to follow the fish 

when it goes.  

Both these things ease the pressure on the line and 

hooks when the fish lunges. Remember though to keep 

some pressure of the fish, you don’t want the rod to 

fully unload, the line to go loose, or the hooks/lure 

make simply fall out if you don’t have a good hook set. 

 

Now with all nets, and particularly with the environet 

style nets. 

The correct technique is to put the lip of the net just 

under the surface of the water and bring the fish into 

the net and then lift the net clear of the water. 

Important points are, don’t get the net in to water too 

early. You don’t want the net in the road when the fish 

is going off at the boat. Remember the fish is going to 

make a lunge when it sees the net as well. 

 

Another little tip when fishing hardbody lures, try to 

keep a little tension on the line when the fish is in the 

net and coming into the boat. If you can stop the lure 

from touching the net, you are less likely to get trebles 

caught in the net. From experience it can take longer 

to get the trebles out of the net than out of the fish. 

 

Gaffing fish- 

Many of the same points apply. 

 

The aim is to bring the fish to the gaff. The gaff should 

be held steady and then as the fish comes past, one 

swift and steady action on the gaff is used to engage 

the fish and then bring the fish into the boat or onto 

shore. 

 

You really don’t want the Net or Gaff Dolly waving the 

things around in the water trying to chase the fish as it 

swims around.  

This will surely end in tears and a few choice words.  

They’ll miss the fish, hit the line and it’s all over. 

 

If you have a Question, or would like some information 

on a specific topic, please let us know and we can do a 

Tech Tip article on it for you.  Email us at 
question@lureworld.com.au 

KEVIN FORD 

If you haven't joined Team Lure World yet, click here 
http://www.lureworld.com.au/phplist/lists/?p=subscribe 
 sales@lureworld.com.au 
www.lureworld.com.au 
Ph/fax 07 3829 2626     
Mobile 0407 153 380 

 
2009/10 COMMITTEE 

 
PRESIDENT: Craig Milne        Ph: 0432334571 
SECRETARY: Ross Williamson    Ph: 3390 4872 
TREASURER: Michael James      Ph:0414897221  
AS-TREASURER: John Eldred      Ph: 3272 1605 
ANSA REP/Rec: Lloyd Willmann   Ph: 3287 3278 
TAG. OFFR:  Kevin Ford                 Ph: 3829 2626 
RAFFLES: John Eldred            Ph: 3272 1605 
PUBLICITY: Ray Bricknell              Ph: 3287 2668  
NEWSLETTER EDITOR: Jeff Maddalena  
jmaddalena@optusnet.com.au 



 

Classifieds 
For Sale- Rod covers made to order -$5.00 
Call Mark on 0402 046 068 
 
For Sale-  Fibreglass canoe,  $300 ono ring Mark 
on 0402 046 068. 
 
 

To place an ad, simply e-mail or give the 
Contents to your Editor.   
jmaddalena@optusnet.com.au 
 
 

Club Logos for Shirts and 
Stickers for Boats 
Michael James has had a number of large and 
small boat stickers printed, and these are 
available for sale at every meeting.    
COST- Small $1; Large $5  
 
Just a reminder - for $10.00 you can have the 
SBSFC logo embroidered onto your own shirt. 
Bring your dress shirt / polo shirt or fishing shirt 
to the meeting with $10.00 and it will be back 
at the following meeting. The $10.00 fee 
includes a 
$1.00 levy that will go towards reimbursing the 
club for the $75.00 set up cost.  
 

LLLIIIBBBRRRAAARRRYYY   SSSTTTUUUFFFFFF   
The club library has the following items available for 
borrowing by the members. They are available at our 
monthly club meetings. A $20 deposit will be required 
please, just to make sure they come back at the next 
meeting. 

• ET's Bass and Barra Fishing 
• Gently Does it when releasing fish - booklet and 

DVD 
• Gillies Introduction to Fly Fishing 
• Squidgy Secrets - Part 1 Basics 
• The Kayak Fishing Video (On DVD) 
• Basic Bait Fishing (DVD) 
• Queensland's Freshwater Fishing Impoundment 

Guide (NAFA / Tourism Queensland) 
• Queensland's Offshore Fishing Guide (NAFA / 

Tourism Queensland) 

• Evinrude Etec DVD 
• Zed Lure field test series 2004 parts 1 to 4 
• Fishing DVD volumes 1, 2 & 7 

• Flathead Study (cd-rom) 
• Ray Bricknell’s Kimberly Barra Adventure 

DVD 
 
USEFUL NUMBERS & WEB SITES: 
 
SE Qld Boating Weather 1300 360 428 
Qld Marine Warnings 1300 360 427 
Fish watch Hotline 1800 017 116 
Bureau of meteorology 
http://www.bom.gov.au/index.shtml 
Sweetwater fishing http://sweetwaterfishing.com.au/ 
Crab pot Theft Hotline 1800 017 116 
Bonzer imports http://www.bonzerimports.com/ 
Coast watch www.coastwatch.com.au  
SEQ kayak fishing 
http://members.optusnet.com.au/aus-kayak-fishing/ 
Southern Brisbane Sportsfishing Club 
http://www.sbsfc.org/ 
 

SSSPPPEEECCCIIIAAALLL   DDDEEEAAALLLSSS   
 

Danny Hughes -Fishing Tackle Restoration  
Mobile Ph 0438 012 629  

 
He also has 2nd hand good quality reels & rods for 
sale at all times. 
He does the Reel / Rod Repairs for Mossop’s, Fish 
Head etc. 

R.T.L. Trailers – 3287 4241 

Mark builds trailers and repairs them very 
economically – a good tradesman too. 

79 Boundary Street, Beenleigh 

Yatala Outboard Wrecking  – 38072488 

Gary and Trent specialize in used parts to suit 
all outboard makes and models. They also do 
repairs and service work.                                     
7 old Pacific Highway, Yatala. 
www.outboardwrecking.com.au 

 

 



NEW MEMBERS 
Prospective Members reading this 
Newsletter will be made very welcome at 
any Club meeting – so please come along 
and check us out at our next meeting on the 
first Monday of the month at 7:15pm.  
 
Single membership -  $60.00 p.a.   
Family Membership - $80.00 p.a.  
Student (over 16) - $20.00 p.a. 
Child (under 16) no parent in club- 
$20.00 
Child (under 16) parent in club- 
$10.00 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
NOTE: - The Bowls Club has a Bar .  
Please remember the gear swap table at the 
meeting – bring your swaps or items for 
sale. This can be a great club facility if we 
all use it.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GEM 
BAIT & TACKLE 
LIVE BAIT SPECIALISTS 

 

OPEN 7 DAYS 
Monday to Friday 5.00am – 7.00pm 
Saturday & Public holidays 4.30am – 7.00pm 
Sundays 4.30am – 6.00pm 

To avoid disappointment please telephone 
your live bait order at least 24 hours in 
advance. 
 
20% off fishing tackle to SBSFC members 
 
281 JACOBS WELL ROAD, ALBERTON 4207 

PHONE 3287 3868      FAX 3807 8018 

 PETROL  * OIL * DIESEL * LP GAS 

GROCERIES * FRESH FRUIT & VEGIES 

SUB-NEWSAGENTENCY * TAKEAWAYS * ICE 

FISHING TACKLE * FRESH & FROZEN BAIT 

YABBIES * BLOOD & BEACHWORMS 

QUEENSLAND FRESHWATER PERMITS 

NSW  FISHING LICENCES 
 



2010 SBSFC TRIPS CALENDAR 
HOME TRIPS 

 

 
 
                                                                     AWAY TRIPS  
 

 


