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Newsletter 
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Next Meeting 

THE NEXT MEETING WILL BE ON MONDAY 3 July, 2006 at 7:30pm (even if it’s a 
public holiday) at the Beenleigh Bowls Club, 11 Hanover Street, Beenleigh. See access 
map further on in this Newsletter. 
 

NOTE:- The Bowls Club has a Bar.  Please remember the gear swap table at the meeting – 
bring your swaps or items for sale. This can be a great club facility if we all use it. 
 
Single membership is  $58.00 p.a. - Family Membership is $77.00 p.a. RENEWALS ARE NOW DUE – 
please assist your VOLUNTEER Committee by bringing your renewal payment to the July meeting, so 
the Treasurer can get all the renewals in to ANSA in one batch. Remember – if you are not a paid up 
member, you have no insurance cover on club outings, and as from 1 July you will not have access to the 
members’ area of the club web site. 

Guest Speaker: 
 

Guest Speaker: This month we’re having two guest speakers. John Cumberland will give us 
the inside story on Fishing for Snapper, and Barry Tribe will give us the lowdown on Fishing 
for Luderick. Both men know what they are talking about, and will be well worth listening 
to. See you there. 
 

Acknowledgement: This Newsletter was kindly copied by Kay Elson’s office at no charge to the club. Special 
thanks to Neville Wright for his kind assistance. 
 
July Trips: Another big month for club trips this month. There is a weekend/day trip to Bribie Island chasing 
Snapper and Flathead. Those who can’t stay overnight will be welcome to fish either the Saturday or the 
Sunday, with the choice of fishing the Pumicestone Passage or offshore. Trip Captain Ray Bricknell will 
provide trip details at the July meeting. Then there is the once in a long time opportunity to chase Mulloway in 
the Jumpinpin area from Sunday 9th to Wednesday 12th July aboard Tom Wallbank’s cruiser Four Buoys. Two 
places remain available at a cost of $100 per night divided amongst those attending – max. $33 per head for the 
three nights – plus food & BYO drinks. Book with Ray Bricknell for this trip – first come, first served. 
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JUNE TRIP REPORT 
 

The less said the better regarding the club trip to 
Iluka over the Queen’s Birthday weekend! 
 
Eight members drove the 3 ½ hours to Iluka to stay 
in two cabins in The Anchorage caravan Park. John 
and Chris Eldred, Dean Rosolen and Glen Kennedy 
had an absolutely palatial cabin, and Ray Bricknell, 
Geoffrey Daley, and Edward and Raymond Latz 
squeezed into a conventional en suite cabin. So the 
accommodation was comfortable – but that’s about 
the end of the good news. 
 
Saturday was showery and windy all day, and on 
Sunday a Southerly Buster blew up. Needless to 
say, between the eight of us we had one Bream by 
Sunday afternoon. And John Eldred was quite 
disparaging in his remarks about how Dean came to 
“fluke” that one Bream. 
 
There were no Blackfish to be seen from any of the 
rock walls at the mouth of the magnificent Clarence 
River. A very occasional Blackfish was being 
caught by the regulars in the Old Ferry Landing 
area at Nanegai. Ray fished all weekend for 
Blackfish and got one tentative “Down” for his 
trouble – in spite of the fact that he had good fresh 
Weed – both Green and Black, and some fresh 
Cabbage collected off the rocks at Coolangatta on 
the way down. 
 
It was very lucky indeed that a bad day out fishing 
is better than a good day at work, because this was a 
most unproductive trip.  
 
UNBELIEVABLE! 
 
Your Editor has lived on the southern bank of the 
Albert River, across the river from the Mt Warren 
Park golf course, since October 1974. At first, fish 
off the bank were plentiful. 
 
When I was mowing an area along the riverbank on 
my ride-on I always threw a line in off the bank, 
generally with a bit of lamb chop, steak or chicken 
on it. There was a fish on the line almost every time 
I went past the rod – about 50/50 Bream and 
saltwater Catfish. One day I caught a 7 lb Catfish. 
Mostly they would have weighed about a kilo. Our 
kids actually used to choose the Catfish ahead of 
Bream for eating, but not me. 
 

Of course, being in business I did not have a lot of 
time to “learn” the Albert River. Unlike Lloyd 
Willmann, I did not have a Father who had fished 
the river all his life to teach me about it. Lloyd must 
have forgotten more about the Albert River than the 
rest of us know between us.  
 
At one stage, before I retired, something killed the 
river completely. I can’t remember exactly when, or 
what the source of the pollution was – Lloyd will 
know – but for a decade or more there were no 
decent size fish in the Albert – at least not up as far 
as our place. Then the Catfish started to come back, 
very small at first. More recently they have been a 
bit larger, but still nowhere near a kilo in weight. 
Lucky to be a pound. Perhaps others have caught 
bigger? I really would not know because, having 
given up on the Albert after it was killed, I haven’t 
fished it a lot in recent years. 
 
And then it happened! And I’m going to tell you 
about it IN CONFIDENCE. This info is for SBSFC 
members only. 
 
I put my boat in the water off the Paterson Road 
boat ramp to check whether my new bung mount 
was watertight before taking the boat down to Iluka. 
I was just sitting in the boat off the boat ramp 
watching for water leaking in when a couple of 
guys launched a tinny and headed off downstream. 
They looked like men on a mission, so I decided to 
mooch on down after a while and see what they 
were up to. 
 
They were only a little way downstream, a boat 
length off the bank, at dead low tide and late in the 
afternoon – in June, remember. One was keeping 
the boat stationary and steady, motor idling, and the 
other was throwing a ten foot cast net between the 
boat and the shore. I assumed they were after 
Poddies or Shrimp, but I eased my boat over to 
them and asked. Just as well I did. 
 
“No,” they said, “we’re trying to get a couple of 
mullet for dinner.” 
 
No big deal, I thought. I’ve had a few small mullet 
jump into by boat as I cruised in close to the bank, 
and over the years I’ve seen lots of mullet jumping 
in the Albert – but only small stuff. So I headed 
back and took my boat out of the water. No 
significant leak, if any, fortunately. 
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Just as I was ready to leave, the two “bait” fishers 
pulled in to the ramp, so I ambled down to ask how 
they got on. Remember, whilst I was watching they 
caught nothing. 
 
“We got some mullet,” one said. “Good,” I said, but 
how do you get rid of the muddy taste?” (The 
Albert, as always, was VERY muddy – only the 
Logan is worse, and it is on a par with the Yarra.) 
 
“Never a problem,” one said. “These are sea 
mullet – they haven’t been in the river very long.” 
 
Well, to cut a long story short, they opened their 
esky to reveal about 8 or 10 of the biggest Sea 
Mullet I have ever seen anywhere in my life. The 
whole exercise must have taken them all of an hour, 
from boat ramp to boat ramp. 
 
Remember, these huge fish were caught in a cast 
net. I guess there must be some technique to 
keeping them in the net. I threw my ten foot cast net 
off the bank near the boat ramp after they left. I 
trapped one fairly large Mullet in the net 
momentarily, but it easily swam out as I pulled the 
net in. 
 
Of course, these guys were “pro’s”, in that they 
obviously do this on a regular basis. Their tinnie 
had a flat floor and was devoid of anything that 
might snag the net. They had a carpet of feltex or 
similar on the floor of the boat, which they simply 
lifted out and shook to get rid of all the debris the 
cast net had brought into the boat.  
 
Incidentally, I asked them if this was the only time 
of the year they could catch such huge mullet in the 
river. They said they could do it all year round. 
 
So why is this to be kept a secret? WELL, WE 
DON’T WANT THE PROFESSIONAL 
NETTERS UP THERE CLEANING THE PLACE 
OUT – AGAIN – DO WE? Let’s keep this resource 
for the recreational fishers – the responsible types 
who belong to a Sportfishing club, and who will 
only take enough to eat. 
 
By the way, these guys said they do equally well at 
the top and bottom of the tide – and they go out 
then simply because the lack of tidal flow makes it 
easier to hold the boat steady close to the bank. 
 
So the Albert is not devoid of fish after all! 

VERY FUNNY! 
 
While watching the Cricket the other night 
my wife and I were discussing life and 
death. I told her: "Just so you know, I never 
want to live in a vegetative state, dependent 
on some machine, and relying on fluids 
from a bottle.  If that ever happens to me, 
just pull the plug." 
 
She said “OK”. Then she got up, unplugged 
the TV, and threw out all my beer. 
 
Some days I hate being married to a 
Smartass! 
 

 
 
Are Sea Levels Rising Much Faster Than 
Politicians Would Have Us Believe? 
http://www.thewest.com.au/20060530/news/general/tw-news-
general-home-sto134290.html  
30 May 2006 
Federal Environment Minister Ian Campbell has launched an 
extraordinary attack on two leading scientists by branding as 
"ludicrous" their warnings about rising sea levels from global 
warming. 
 
Senator Campbell opened fire on CSIRO researcher John 
Church, an internationally-regarded expert on sea levels, and 
Australian National University scientist Will Steffen - who 
recently wrote a report on climate change for the Government. 
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They warned sea levels could rise up to 1m this century, and 
inundate land along the coast. They would not buy low-lying 
homes because rising oceans would affect their value. 
While a rise of 50cm by 2100 was most likely, under a 
standard rule of thumb, this would mean 50m of erosion on 
sandy coasts, they said. 
 
Senator Campbell attacked The West Australian newspaper 
for reporting their comments, and claimed significant sea level 
rises were 1000 to 2000 years away. "Climate change is a very 
serious issue. However, we have trouble enough ensuring 
people take it seriously without ludicrous claims like this, 
such as people shouldn't invest in coastal properties," he said. 
But Professor Steffen, the ANU's centre for resource and 
environmental studies director, and Dr Church have confirmed 
their views, which were backed privately by other Federal 
and State-employed scientists. 
 
The Indian Ocean Climate Initiative, which represents WA 
and Federal agencies, last year forecast a 30cm sea level rise 
by 2040, which would cause 30m of erosion. University of 
WA oceanographer Chari Pattiaratchi said the two scientists 
were stating reality. 
 
UWA natural resources senior research fellow Ray Wills 
said Senator Campbell was in denial. "I don't know who is 
advising him, but they have got it wrong," he said. 
 
Federal shadow environment minister Anthony Albanese said 
Senator Campbell should respect scientists, not shoot the 
messengers when he did not like the message. He said low-
lying Pacific nations were flooding because of climate change, 
and this is a window to the future for Australia unless action is 
taken. 
 
Last year, re-insurance giant Munich Re warned sea level rises 
would be one of the biggest problems for insurers from global 
warming because of coastal erosion. Recent rises, blamed on 
oceans expanding as they warm, are predicted to increase as 
icecaps melt. 
 
New Marine Drivers Licence 
 
The current Queensland driver licence will soon include 
an additional indicator to display marine licences held by 
a customer. Indicators of recreational marine driver 
licences and/or personal watercraft licences will be 
automatically added to a customer's driver licence when 
it is issued or renewed. 
 
As the marine licence is a virtual product, the indicator 
has been developed to provide immediate evidence that 
a customer holds a marine licence - for example when 
hiring a boat or a jet ski. Customers can also continue to 
use confirmation certificates issued by QT to show they 
hold marine licences. 
 
The new indicator is scheduled to be released on 23 
June 2006. Services Group staff will soon receive 
information and procedures about the marine licence 
indicators to assist with processing licence transactions 
after the release date and answer customer enquiries. 
 
 

2005/6 COMMITTEE  
PRESIDENT: Lloyd Willmann Ph:3287 3278 
VICE-PRES: David Rawlins          Ph: 5546 6588 
SECRETARY: Ross Williamson Ph:3822 0015 
TREASURER: Tom Wallbank Ph:5546 1880 
ANSA REP/Rec: Lloyd Willmann Ph:3287 3278 
TAG. OFFR: John Cumberland    Ph: 3801 1110 
RAFFLES: Chris Eldred  Ph:3344 2605 
BAR OPS: David Rawlins  Ph:5546 6588 
CTTEE MEMBER: Neil McNeil Ph:3880 1843 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR:  Ray Bricknell 
raybrick@bigpond.net.au  
 
LIBRARY STUFF 
 
The club library has the following items available for 
borrowing by the members. Please see Ross on club 
nights if you want to borrow one of these. A $20 deposit 
will be required please, just to make sure they come 
back at the next meeting. 
 

• ET's Bass and Barra Fishing 
• Gently Does it when releasing fish - booklet and 

DVD 
• Gillies Introduction to Fly Fishing 
• Squidgy Secrets - Part 1 Basics 
• The Kayak Fishing Video (On DVD) 
• Basic Bait  Fishing (DVD) 
• Queensland's Freshwater Fishing Impoundment 

Guide (NAFA / Tourism Queensland) 
 

SPECIAL DEALS 

Gas Bottle Refills - $15 for 9 Kg. John Prince has 
found a place which refills 9 Kg Gas Bottles for $15. 
They cost $22 at the caravan sales place in Yatala, 
and an exchange bottle at the Shell Service Station 
in Yatala costs $29.95. Princie is checking out the 
cost of gas bottle exchange at Bunnings, where he 
thinks it is only $19 – and they’ll apparently take 
“expired” gas bottles. (One of these days he’ll give 
us some updated details to include in the 
Newsletter.) 

Troy Park, Mobile Outboard Mechanic 

Ph: 0407 198 728 – offers a discount to club 
members, and has been found to be good value. 

R.T.L. Trailers – 3287 4241 

Mark builds trailers and repairs them very 
economically – a good tradesman too. 

79 Boundary Street, Beenleigh. 

Yatala Trailer Repairs & Servicing 

New service available – 24 hour drop-off and 
breakdown service for trailers. Put this number in 
your mobile phone now: 0417 079 861 – you never 
know when you might need it! 
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Yatala Boats 

Yatala Boats now has a VIP Club which offers 10% 
discount off all shop items (excludes boats, trailers 
and outboards – negotiate on those). VIP Club 
members also get 5% to 10% off trailer servicing 
and parts. 

 

Beenleigh Bait & Tackle 

The new owners of the local bait and tackle shop 
are improving their range of stock, and their prices 
for both gear and rod and reel repairs appear to 
your Editor to be very competitive. They will happily 
give a 10% discount to any Club Member who 
shows a membership card (which is a bit of a 
contrast with Springwood Marine, where your Editor 
had to bargain for his 10% Club Discount recently, 
and was less than impressed by the prices of the 
gear he bought). 

Beenleigh Bait & Tackle also now distributes a few 
Newsletters for us – check them out! 

GEAR FOR SALE & 
WANTED 

 
As a service to members, future editions of 
the Newsletter will contain a small section 
of For Sale & Wanted Ads. Only paid up 
members may use this facility. Ads should 
generally be restricted to fishing and boating 
related gear – but no value limits apply. 
 
Don’t be shy guys – use this facility! It 
could be better than e-Bay for you. 
To place an ad, simply e-mail or give the ad 
contents to your Editor.   
raybrick@bigpond.net.au  
 
Club Logos for Shirts, and Stickers 
for Boats 
 
Remember – for just $6.00 you can have the 
SBSFC logo embroidered onto your own shirt. 
Bring your dress shirt / polo shirt or fishing shirt to 
the meeting with $6.00 and it will be back at the 
following meeting. The $6.00 fee includes a $1.00 
levy that will go towards reimbursing the club for 
the $75.00 set up cost. 
 
Please note:- Do not supply a shirt that already has anything 
printed on it that would connect the Fishing Club with 
something that is unsavory e.g. "We hate Pigs" across the 
back of the shirt.  

 

John Cumberland has had large and 
small boat stickers printed, and these are 
available for sale at the every meeting.  
$1 small; $5 large.  
 
 
A Reminder: We are relying on each club 
member to have a large club sticker on each 
side of the bow of your boat, so we can 
identify one another on the water on club 
trips. (Take binoculars on club trips.) 
 
 

USEFUL NUMBERS: 
VMR Jacobs Well 5546 1100 
Outboard Mech (Troy) 0407 198 728 
Qld Boating Weather 1300 360 426 
SE Qld Boating Weather 1300 360 428 
Qld Marine Warnings 1300 360 427 
Fishwatch Hotline 1800 017 116 
Crabpot Theft Hotline 1800 017 116 
 
Prospective Members reading this Newsletter will be made 
very welcome at any Club meeting – so please come along 
and check us out at our next meeting on the first Monday of 
the month at 7:15pm.  
 
Meeting Room Location Map: 
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Trips Calendar 2006 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Month Dates Species Water Body Nearest Town & Trip Captain 

23rd Various Southern Moreton 
Bay TBC 

April  

28th-1st May Various Burnett Heads  Bundaberg SFC 

13th  Bass Maroon Dam Boonah – TC: Jeff Maddalena 

20th-21st Various  ANSA Winter State Titles May  

27th-28th  Flathead King of the Pin Jacob’s Well 

9th-12th Various Clarence River Iluka TC: Geoffrey Daley 

11th Snapper Brisbane River Wynnum TC: Lloyd Willmann June  

23rd – 30th Luderick, Bream, 
Mulloway, Flathead Bellinger River Urunga area TC: Ray Bricknell 

9th – 12th  Mulloway Jumpinpin 
Four Buoys is Mother Ship & 

accommodation – Skipper Tom 
Wallbank. July 

15th-16th Snapper & Flathead Bribie Island Bribie Island TC: Ray Bricknell   

12th-13th Bass & Barramundi Bjelke Petersen Dam Kingaroy TC: David Rawlins 

13th Flathead, Luderick, 
Tailor Broadwater Southport August  

25th-27th  ANSA State 
Conference Yeppoon 

September 2nd – 3rd  Bream Tweed River Homestead Caravan Park 
Chinderah TC: John Cumberland 

22nd Flathead Coomera River Jabiru Island 
October 

29th-5th  Nov Barramundi Lake Awonga Brisbane SFC 

3rd-10th Barramundi Lake Monduran Gin Gin TC: Ross Williamson 
November  

5th  Bass Crestbrook Dam Crows Nest 

December 
16th   Christmas Party 


