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Next Meeting 

THE NEXT MEETING WILL BE ON MONDAY 2 May, 2005 (even though it’s a public 

holiday) at the Neighbourhood Centre, Mansfield Walk, Beenleigh (between the 

roundabout and Crete St). 
The venue can be accessed for off street parking via Kent Street (behind the Police station), or via James Street, 
just up from the Court House. Otherwise, park in James Street and walk behind the Gold Coast City Council 
branch office. 
 

NOTE:- We have a Bar.  Please remember the new gear swap table at the meeting – bring 
your swaps or items for sale, especially fishing magazines. 
 

MEMBERSHIP FEES – Great News! – Join at 

the May meeting and you will be paid up 

to 30 June 2006.  
 

Single membership is  $55.00 p.a. - Family Membership is $75.00 p.a. (Subject to review by ANSA for 
2005/6 year) 

MAY TRIP 
Sunday 29 May – Nerang River Day Trip – Chasing Bream with Master Fisherman Chris Eldred as Trip 
Captain. Trip sheet attached. We’ll all meet back at Budds Beach for a club BBQ at 1:30pm – please try to be 

there. 

 
Guest Speakers: Ever wanted to get among the big Barra in the Top End? Well, Chris Eldred and Dean 

Rosolen are going to fill us in on all the details – how to get there, what to take, when to go, how much it 

costs, whether/how to use a guide, etc., etc. Their topic is: Fishing Weipa. Don’t miss it. 

 Acknowledgement: This Newsletter was kindly copied by Kay Elson’s office at no charge to the club. 

Fishers Caught in Poverty Trap 
Many thanks to those who donated to the Opportunity International appeal for funds to build fishing boats for 
Indian Tsunami victims. We only raised $50, but every little bit helps. 
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Jabiru Island Trip Sunday 17 April 
 
At least twelve members and prospective members 
turned up for this day trip – our best roll up for 
quite a while. There may have been more than 
twelve – your Editor meant to do a count, but 
forgot. The BBQ afterwards saw plenty of tall tales 
told, but that’s fishing! We also got a couple of 
great ideas on how to improve the club – see further 
on. 
 
The wind blew up quite strongly mid morning, so 
not a lot of fish were caught – but all who attended 
said they enjoyed the trip. However, there were 
plenty of big boats on the Coomera River, being a 
Sunday, and their wash combined with the chop 
from the wind made life exciting at times for some 
of us. 
 
PLASTICS Vs BAIT – The Jury is STILL Out! 
 
The Jabiru Island trip was yet another opportunity 
to compare the effectiveness of soft plastics Vs bait. 
 
Peter Thompson ‘fished his heart out’ from about 
6am to 1pm, using soft plastics and hard bodied 
lures exclusively. He caught four fish (list below), 
but no ‘keepers’. Peter’s catch:  Yellow Fin Bream 

21cm, Perch (Moses)  19cm, Flathead (Mud)  

38cm, Flathead (Dusky)  31cm. All were released. 
Brickers drove the boat and did less fishing as a 
result, and after trying lures and soft plastics for a 
while, with very little action, he fell back into his 
old ways and reached for the bait. 
 
Ray buys large green prawns – sometimes you can 
buy huge fresh Banana Prawns – from Woolworths 
in Beenleigh. They cost 40 cents to 50 cents each. 
He calls him his ‘Killer Baits’. And if you keep 
them good and cold in an esky, you can sauté the 
unused prawns as an entrée that night! (You 
know the old saying: Bigger baits catch bigger 

fish. It works for Ray.) 
 
Most others used lures and soft plastics exclusively,  
and – sadly – reported very few fish caught on the 
day. Peter Vicars went up Coombaba Creek after 
lunch and fished till about 6.30pm. His total for the 
day was 2 whiting (27&28cm), 1 catfish, and  
7 flathead (all undersize except one that went 
50cm).  Two of the flathead were about 38cm, so 
just short of the mark. Whiting and catfish caught 
on bait – all flathead on SPs.  

 
Peter Vicars’ 50 cm Flathead – apparently 
crying out to be cooked and eaten! 
 
Dave Rawlins fished with Yabbies, as usual, and 
caught one Gloden Trevally and 20 summer & 
winter Whiting in the seaway. 
 
BREAM CHALLENGE ON 29 MAY 
 
Chris Eldred is widely acknowledged as a top gun 
Bream fisher – hence his appointment as Trip 
Captain for the 29 May trip to the Nerang River 
chasing bream.  
 
Chris fishes exclusively with soft plastics and lures. 
He says his technique is to swim his plastics 
diagonally across the ends of jetties, under them if 
practicable, and (as is normal for bream), he gets 
one chance per jetty. Once the Bream are spooked 
at a jetty, they close down for about an hour! 
 
In contrast, Ray Bricknell is widely acknowledged 
as the WORST fisher in our club, so he has NO 
CHANCE in a competition against the great Chris 
Eldred. However, what Brickers lacks in skill he 
makes up for in guts and foolhardiness – so he 
hereby challenges Chris to a ‘sudden death’ Bream 
competition on 29 May – with Chris using soft 
plastics and Brickers using bait. 
 
Our club is not big on competitions, and this one 
should not be taken too seriously. However, all 
members are invited to join this contest, but you 
must declare up front which you will use: soft 
plastics or bait (there is no limit as to which SPs or 
which baits, and hard bodied lures are permitted in 
lieu of soft plastics). And you have to fish 
exclusively with your nominated medium for the 
day. 
 
So, come on all you ‘Master’ Fishers (and 
hopefuls!) – take up the Soft Plastics Vs Bait 
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challenge on the Nerang River on Sunday 29 May – 
and revel in the adulation of the assembled 
members at the BBQ in the park at Budds Beach at 
1:30 pm if you emerge as Bream Champion on the 
day! 
Footnote: Just for the record – not bragging – for 
the Jabiru Island trip, Ray bought ten prawns for 
$4.00. Two were taken by Pickers, the third one 
caught a decent Flathead, and a fourth was taken in 
one grab by another ‘serious’ fish which struck hard 
but somehow missed the hook. Ray was about to 
release his Flathead when Peter Thompson decided 
to measure it. Peter throws Flathead back if they are 
60 cm or larger. This one was unlucky enough to 
measure a couple of millimetres under 60 cm, so he 
went home with Peter for dinner. Ray was left with 
six green prawns – they were sautéed in garlic 
butter as an entrée that night. Delicious! So the fish 
of the day was caught on Bait. Again. 
 
Fishing Trip Bonus 
 
At a Senior Citizen’s luncheon, an elderly gentleman and an 
elderly lady struck up a conversation and discovered that they 
both loved to fish.  
 
Since both of them were widowed, they decided to go fishing 
together the next day. The gentleman picked the lady up, and 
they headed to the river to his fishing boat and started out on 
their adventure.  
 
They were riding down the river when there was a fork in the 
river, and the gentleman asked the lady: "Do you want to go 
up or down?"  
 
All of a sudden the lady stripped off her clothes, told the man 
to lie back on the flat platform at the front of his boat, 
unzipped his trousers and made mad passionate love to him, 
right there! When they finished, the man couldn’t believe what 
had just happened, but he had just experienced the best sex 
he’d had in years.  
 
They fished for a while longer, and then continued on down 
the river. After some time they came upon another fork in the 
river. He again asked the lady: "Up or down ?"  
 
Off she went again, stripped off her clothes, and made wild 
passionate love to him again. This really impressed the elderly 
gentleman, so he asked her to go fishing again the next day. 
She said yes, and so there they were the next day, riding in the 
boat when they came upon the first fork in river, and the 
elderly gentleman asked: "Up or down ?"  
 
The woman replied, "Down."  
 
A little puzzled and disappointed, the gentleman guided the 
boat down the river until he came upon another fork in the 
river, and he asked the lady: "Up or down ?"  
She replied: "Up."  
 

This really confused the gentleman, so he asked: "What’s the 
deal? Yesterday, every time I asked you if you wanted to go 
up or down you made mad passionate love to me. Now today, 
nothing!"  
 
She replied, "Well, yesterday I wasn’t wearing my hearing 
aids, and I thought the choices were f*ck or drown."  
 

Name Tags at Club Meetings 
 
As suggested at the recent Jabiru Island BBQ, in 
future all members will be asked to wear name tags 
from the time they arrive at the meeting. That way, 
the new and prospective members can quickly learn 
the ‘older’ members’ names, and vice versa. Please 
leave your name tag in the box provided when the 
meeting finishes. 
 
Flags on all Club Boats on Club Outings 
 
Another great suggestion from a new member at the 
Jabiru Island BBQ. We are investigating the 
availability of a ‘bicycle flag’ or similar, and a 
suitable way to mount it on a boat. The idea is for 
every club boat to carry a brightly coloured flag, so 
we can all see from a distance if a boat is one of our 
group. This will facilitate more interaction amongst 
members whilst fishing the same area, and better 
sharing of info about where the fish are, and what 
they are prepared to eat. 
 

EARLY WARNI NG – BOOK POTTSVI LLE NOW FOR JULY 

Our Luderick trip this year will be based at Pottsville. Lloyd 
Willmann and Ray Bricknell are going down on Monday 
morning 4 July, and we’ll check out the Blackfish and other 
fishing in the general area during that week. There is beach 
and rock wall fishing as well as Luderick fishing at Pottsville. 

Interested Members can then come down for as many days as 
they wish, even down to a Day Trip on Sunday 11 July. 
Pottsville is only about 1 ¼  hours from Beenleigh. But here’s 
the rub: This is a very nice, and hence VERY popular caravan 
park all year round. Hence, it will pay to book your (over) 
accommodation NOW, even if all you want is a tent site. Ask 

to be located close to van site 59, which we’ll use as 
our base. There will be a Club Feast  Saturday night at the 
van park – Choices Restaurant across the road does great 
take-aways! So at least book to stay Saturday night. (Those 
who prefer can BBQ). 

The number for Pottsville Beach Holiday Park South is (02) 
6676 1050. They have cabins available at this time – en suite 
and no en suite, and plenty of tent sites – but if you leave it 
too late they’ll all be gone. Better to book and cancel than 

to miss out by booking too late! 

The Trip Sheet for this trip will be included with the June 
Newsletter, to give you another reminder – please don’t say 
you weren’t warned if you miss out.  
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News from Other Clubs 
 

 
 
Duncan O’Connell’s Peel Island Snapper  
(Pic courtesy of BSFC April Newsletter) 
 

New website for Marine & Coastal 

Community Network  

 
MCCN’s revamped website (www.mccn.org.au) is growing into 
a 
comprehensive, one-stop source of information about marine 
and 
coastal issues around Australia. 

Past issues of Waves, Wetstuff and the state E-Bulletins are easily 
accessible from the ‘Stay Informed’ section. 
For up-to-date information about what is happening in your 
state, 
deadlines for public comment and submissions, and projects 
and 
events underway throughout Australia, see the ‘Get Involved’ 

section. 
In the ‘Learn More’ section you can browse information about: 
important marine and coastal issues; improved marine and 
coastal 
management and its application; and achievements in marine 
and 
coastal management throughout Australia. 
You can download MCCN publications from the ‘Resources’ 
section, 
and find links to important marine and coastal websites. 
As www.mccn.org.au grows and more people access the site, 
we 
will continue to model and refine the site to suit the needs of our 

network participants. www.mccn.org.au is currently in its very 
early 
stages and we welcome your comments, thoughts and 
suggestions 
about how we can improve the site to better suit your needs. 
Have a look at the site today; let us know what you think about 
it; 

send the link to a friend and encourage people to sign on to the 
MCCN network on www.mccn.org.au/subscribe.php.  
 

Research Shows Overfishing of Sharks Key Factor in 
Coral Reef Decline (International) 
Source: 11 April 2005 
http://scrippsnews.ucsd.edu/article_detail.cfm?article_num=6
70  
 
An unprecedented study describes sources contributing to 

decline of Caribbean reefs  
Their position at the pinnacle of the marine food chain is 
legendary.  
Now, understanding sharks and their significance as top 
predators-and the consequences of human activity towards 
them-has taken on new importance through a new study by 
scientists in San Diego and Spain.  
Jordi Bascompte and Carlos Melián of the Integrative Ecology 
Group, Estación Biológica de Doñana, Consejo Superior de 
Investigaciones Científicas, in Sevilla, Spain, and Enric Sala 
of Scripps Institution of Oceanography at the University of 
California, San Diego, developed an unprecedented model of 
a Caribbean marine ecosystem and details of its intricate 
predator-prey interactions. This food "web" covered 1,000 
square kilometers to a depth of 100 meters and included some 
250 species of marine organisms. The study, published in the 
April 12 edition of the Proceedings of the National Academy 
of Sciences, included an intricate network of more than 3,000 
links between these species. The project was one of the largest 
and most detailed investigations of marine food webs and the 
first study to integrate food web structure, dynamics and 
conservation.  
One of the most striking products of the study is a stark 
picture of human impacts on marine ecosystems and the 
consequences of targeted fishing. In the Caribbean, 
overfishing of sharks triggers a domino effect of changes in 
abundance that carries down to several fish species and 
contributes to the overall degradation of the reef ecosystem. 
Overfishing species randomly, the study shows, is not likely 
to cause these cascading effects.  
"It appears that ecosystems such as Caribbean coral reefs need 
sharks to ensure the stability of the entire system," said Sala, 
deputy director of the Center for Marine Biodiversity and 
Conservation at Scripps… 
Full article: 
http://scrippsnews.ucsd.edu/article_detail.cfm?article_num=6
70 

 
Top Fish Populations Being Replaced by Rays, Smaller 
Fish (International)  
Source: 6 April 2005 
http://www.vanaqua.org/aquanew/fullnews.php?id=1952  
 
In the middle of the ocean, thousands of miles from the 
nearest land, populations of shark, tuna, marlin, and other top 
marine predators are being replaced by rays and smaller, less 
valuable fish—this according to a new study published in the 
April issue of Ecology.  
Studying an area of more than 15,000 square kilometres in the 
middle of the equatorial Pacific Ocean south of Hawaii and 
north of the Fiji Islands, researchers Peter Ward and Ransom 
Myers from Dalhousie University in Nova Scotia found that 
sharks, tuna, and other top-of-the-food-web fish are half the 
size, and their populations 80 percent smaller in numbers, than 
they were 50 years ago.  
"The main consequence of many years of industrial fishing in 
the area is a re-ordering of the ecosystem, thus increasing the 
number of small fish that we don't like to eat," said Myers. 

"Pelagic stingrays are becoming a major part of the 
ecosystem, replacing tunas and other desirable fish. 
Yellowfin tuna, for example, caught in recent years on 

average weigh half of those caught in the 1950s"… 

Full article: 

http://www.vanaqua.org/aquanew/fullnews.php?id=1952 
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Virus Hits Oyster Fishery (NSW) 
Source: 12 April 2005 
http://www.abc.net.au/rural/programs/nrn/content/2005/s1343
489.htm  
 
A viral disease of oysters called QX has struck another New 
South Wales river system, virtually wiping out the 
commercial oyster fishery in a single season. 
The entire crop of Sydney rock oysters in the Hawkesbury 
River has been affected by the outbreak. 
President of the Oyster Farmers Association, Tony Troup, 
says 22 commercial farms have been affected, and the impact 
has been devastating.  
 
Japan to Double Whale Kill in Antarctic Sanctuary  
Media reports overnight reveal Japan is set to double the 
minke whales killed in its annual Antarctic hunt to over 800, 
and to start hunting fin and humpback whales. A substantial 
number of these whales will be killed within the Australian 
Whale Sanctuary and will include humpbacks that migrate up 
the east and west-coast of Australia every winter.  
The appalling news comes while Humane Society 
International (HSI) is waiting on a Judgement from the 
Federal Court as to whether we can bring a court case against 
the Japanese Whale Company for killing whales within 
Australia’s Whale Sanctuary. 
Japan hunts whales in defiance of an international moratorium 
on commercial whaling, claiming that it is for scientific 
purposes.  
There is absolutely no scientific case for killing whales and 
neither are there economic grounds for Japan expanding its 
Antarctic hunt. The demand for whale meat in Japan is falling 
and the hunt is already heavily subsidised by the Government.  
In doubling its Antarctic hunt, Japan is being deliberately 
provocative ahead of a meeting of the International Whaling 
Commission in June, where governments will be negotiating 
whether to lift the ban on commercial whaling … 

Full story: http://hsi.org.au/  

 

New $2.6 million Clare Weir Fishway Opened 

Nat ive f ish stocks will f lour ish and water quality w ill 
improve thanks to a new $2.6 m illion f ishway on 
the Burdekin River.Visit  
ht tp: / / statem ents.cabinet .qld.gov.au/ cgi-
bin/ display-statem ent .pl?id= 6070&db= media 

Government Moves to Limit Spread of Tilapia 

The State Governm ent  has thrown significant  
resources into the bat t le to stop the spread of the 
pest  fish t ilapia in Queensland’s r iver systems.Visit  
ht tp: / / statem ents.cabinet .qld.gov.au/ cgi-
bin/ display-statem ent .pl?id= 5940&db= media 

Driving Uniform Fish Names Further 

Seafood Services Aust ralia (SSA)  recent ly launched 
a set  of three seafood ident ificat ion posters, Fishes 
of Aust ralia. To purchase these posters visit  the 
SSA bookshop online. 

Calls for Restrictions on Commercial Barramundi 

Catches (NT) 
Source: 14 April 2005 

http:/ /www.abc.net.au/news/newsitems/200504/s13449
66.htm  
The Amateur Fishermen’s Association of the Northern 
Territory (AFANT) says the Top End’s barramundi will be 
in danger if commercial catches of the iconic fish are not 
restricted. The AFANT’s Warren De With wants the 
Territory Government to buy back licences from some 
professional fishermen to allow stocks to remain at a 
sustainable level. He says fish stocks have recuperated 
since the rampant overfishing of the 1970s. But, with 
restricted catchment areas, he says numbers are again 
struggling. 
"We’ve got some of the hot spots in the mouth of the 
Daly or the mouth of the Roper River where already 
we’re seeing some evidence of fish stocks being 
depleted in specific areas," he said, adding that the area 
needs to be managed better. 
He says more effective management would include the 
buying back of at least 10 commercial licences. 
"They need to reduce the number of commercial 
operators and make sure they’re not overfishing and 
fishing on top of one another basically, and pulling down 
fish stocks in certain areas." 

Commercial Fishing Ban Gains Support (SA)  
Source: 13 April 2005 
http:/ /www.abc.net.au/news/newsitems/200504/s13446
24.htm 
Thousands of recreational anglers are backing a 
proposal to ban commercial net fishing in Saint Vincent 
Gulf, off Adelaide. The Legislative Council is due to vote 
on a private member’s bill by Democrat Ian Gilfillan 
proposing a ban to help boost fish numbers. 
Mr Gilfillan says a petition with 16,000 signatures from 
recreational anglers supporting his bill is proof of the 
public’s support for a commercial netting ban. 
"I  can tell you my arm’s getting tired. I ’ve never had the 
pleasure of holding such a bulky petition ever in my 20 
years in Parliament," he said. 
"This is a very significant indication of public feeling." 

Throw the Big Fish Back ( I nternational)  

Source: 16 April  2005  
http:/ /www.abc.net.au/rn/science/ss/stories/s1342804.h
tm   
Jeremy Jackson from the Scripps Institute of 
Oceanography has been studying fish populations and 
he gives this horrifying statistic: 90% of big fish in the 
oceans have disappeared in the last 20 years. Time to 
change fishing practices? We’ve all been taught to throw 
the little fish back because they have not yet 
reproduced. That’s all been turned on its head with the 
discovery that the big fish should be left because they 
have the best chance of breeding successfully and 
restocking the sea… 

Seafood-Origin Labels Mandatory in US from 

Monday (USA)  Source: 29 March 2005 
http:/ /www.planetark.com/avantgo/dailynewsstory.cfm?
newsid= 30120 
Beginning on Monday, US retailers must provide 
country-of-origin labels for the seafood they sell -- the 
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first time such labels become mandatory under a three-
year-old law, the government said on Friday.  
Under the law, shoppers must be told the origin of fish 
and shellfish offered for sale and whether they were 
raised on a farm or caught in the wild. Vendors can put 
the information on each package or on signs in their 
display cases.  
Proponents say the labels will satisfy a basic "right to 
know" for consumers and distinguish US products from 
foreign competitors on the grocery shelf. The food 
industry fears a mountain of costly paperwork to prove 
the source of seafood.  
The 2002 labeling law initially called on the Agriculture 
Department to issue rules for mandatory country-of-
origin labels on red meat, seafood, fruits, vegetables 
and peanuts by Sept. 30, 2004. Congress has delayed 
the requirement for two years for all of the products 
except for seafood.  
When USDA issued the seafood rules last Oct. 4, it gave 
the industry six months to get ready for the new system 
and to clear out unlabeled inventory. Most fish is caught 
during the winter and spring, USDA said. 

Ban Sought on Bottom Fishing (Hawaii)  
Source: 27 March 2005 
http:/ / the.honoluluadvertiser.com/article/2005/Mar/27/ l
n/ ln07p.html 
 
The outcome of a towering battle over fishing in the 
Northwestern Hawaiian Islands could cost the state 
more than a third of its prized bottomfish — including 
the larger deepwater snapper (onaga) for which 
restaurateurs and their customers pay a premium. 
"The snapper are the premier entree in restaurants for 
Hawaiian fish. We lose that, we lose our niche in the 
market," said Glenn Tanoue, a fish wholesaler with 
Tropic Fish and Vegetable Center at Ward Farmers 
Market. "What will it mean to our tourism market if they 
can't eat Hawaiian fish?" 

An array of environmental groups and Hawaiian activists 

are pushing to end commercial bottom fishing in those 

islands, arguing in part that it serves as a nursery for 

the fisheries of the main islands. 

But fishery scientists and the anglers say fish stocks 

there are healthy and well-managed, and there's no 

scientific basis to shut it down. The federal fishery 

council for the region has recommended bottom fishing 

be continued largely as it has been operating… 

Full article: 

http:/ / the.honoluluadvertiser.com/article/2005/Mar/27/ l

n/ ln07p.html 

Sounds familiar, doesn’t it – better do more fishing while 

we are still allowed! 

AQUACULTURE 

 

Governments make it Easier for the Aquaculture 

I ndustry (Queensland)  

Source: 28 March 2005 

http:/ /www.mffc.gov.au/ releases/2005/05045m.html  

Queensland's fast-growing aquaculture industry will be 

given a further boost as a result of a streamlined 

approval process for new projects.  

Australian Fisheries and Conservation Minister Senator 

Ian Macdonald said the Australian Government had 

accredited Queensland laws for aquaculture 

development adjacent to the Great Barrier Reef, which 

would make the application process faster and more 

efficient. 

"Previously the Australian and Queensland governments 

- along with local councils through their planning 

schemes - regulated aquaculture developments adjacent 

to the Reef separately," Senator Macdonald said. 

"This meant any new aquaculture developments had to 

go through approval and assessment processes and 

performance standards for both governments.  

"Now, under the new accreditation, new developments 

are able to be approved through Queensland law that 

meet the requirements of Commonwealth law. 

"I t's about cutting red tape and unnecessary paperwork, 

and letting Queensland farmers get on with what they 

do best… 

Full article: 

http:/ /www.mffc.gov.au/ releases/2005/05045m.html 

Sharks’ Feeding Frenzy Drifts North (Queensland)   

Source: 25 March 2005 

http:/ /www.abc.net.au/news/newsitems/200503/s13315

90.htm 

A marine scientist on Queensland's Gold Coast says 

large schools of baitfish that hundreds of sharks are 

feeding on will probably continue heading north. 

Hundreds of sharks were seen devouring the baitfish off 

South Stradbroke Island late yesterday.  

Trevor Long from the marine park Sea World says it 

happens every year. 

"People shouldn't be worried," he said. 

"People shouldn't go swimming with... the bait balls, but 

should enjoy the experience of watching, and let the 

sharks have a nice feed." 

TRIP SHEET FOR THE BIG BREAM SHOOT 
OUT SUN 29 MAY – NERANG RIVER.  
 
This Trip Sheet will hopefully be handed out at the 
May meeting by Chris Eldred – or else Chris will 

brief us at the meeting.  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
COMMITTEE  
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